Record linkage
• Talk will focus on Fellegi-Sunter framework • Framework depends on weights derived from the probability that a variable agrees -m : given a record pair is a true match -u : given a record pair is a non-match
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Calculating u 
Research Question
• Which version of u produces more accurate linkage results?
Data Sources
• 2014 National Hospital Care Survey (NHCS)
An establishment survey collecting data on patients and their care from non-institutional, non-federal U.S. hospitals with six or more staffed inpatient beds. The NHCS is not nationally representative at this time.
• 2005 National Health Interview Survey (NHIS)
A nationally representative, cross-sectional household survey collecting information on the health of the civilian noninstitutionalized U.S. population. Includes sufficient SSN-9.
• National Death Index (NDI)
A centralized database of U.S. death records gathered from state vital statistics offices. Frequencybased u 1.3% 4.5%
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* NHIS results are preliminary; final linked data set will incorporate improvements.
